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conscience and sincere
sincere faith"
faith" (1
(1 Timothy
Timothy I1:5).
Since sound
science
:5). Since
sound
doctrine produces
moral lives,
lives, Timothy
Timothy and Titus
were
doctrine
produces moral
Titus were
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however, to lock this deposit in a vault somewhere, but
were to entrust it to the elders of the churches who had
proven themselves to be faithful and who were also morally qualified and capable of teaching the doctrine to others. The therapeutic effects of this health-producing doctrine would be seen not only in the moral lives of the individual believers, but in the corporate lives of the churches
as well. The primary focus of the public assemblies, for
example, would be to reflect an understanding of the significance of the cross of Christ through praise offered to
God for his gracious act of salvation. While worship was
for and directed to God, the larger communities in which
the churches existed would observe that Christians were
not social deviants or troublemakers and that salvation
was for all people.
Congregations today feel threatened when they perceive that they are losing the battle for the public's attention-and that of their own members-to more dynamic
and culturally attuned competitors such as television,
movies, and sports and entertainment events. The tendency
is for these congregations to adopt the tactics of the perceived winners. But, according to T., the churches would
be better served by heeding Pau~'s instructions to Timothy and Titus in the Pastorals.
With regard to the deposit of sound doctrine, churches
must realize that they exist only because throughout the
centuries, faithful individuals have passed on the central
convictions of the faith from generation to generation. The
churches' primary responsibility, therefore, is to safeguard
this deposit and ensure that it is transmitted to the succeeding generation. Consequently, they must select leaders who understand that they are to be, above all else, faithful stewards of the central convictions of the faith. Pulpit
ministers must not be chosen simply because they are excellent communicators or public relations experts, but
because they are committed to and have a passion for the
truth of the gospel. Elders likewise must be selected for
moral excellence and teaching ability rather than for organizational expertise and decision-making skills.
The significance of the responsibilities of church leaders as faithful stewards of the deposit of sound doctrine
cannot be overemphasized, because it is as essential to
the moral development of the Christians of today as it
was to that of the members of the churches to which Timothy and Titus ministered. As T. states: "We cannot learn to
live as Christians, and we cannot develop the right habits
unless our minds are oriented to the basic Christian story.
Published by Pepperdine Digital Commons, 1997

One cannot teach ethics properly without this Christian
story, and one cannot preach this story without insisting
that it calls for a response" (103). Furthermore, the story
of the cross provides a focus for the public assembly, because here "the church recalls God's mission in this world:
the salvation of all people through Jesus Christ" (37).
Equipped for Change is a book for congregations of
the Churches of Christ. While T. backs his analysis and
conclusions with his usual solid biblical exegetical expertise, he neither speaks above the heads of nor down to his
intended audience. Transliterated Greek terms are used
sparingly and only when they shed significant light on the
subject matter being discussed. The book 's length (147
pages) and organization into thirteen relatively short chapters with provocative concluding questions for discussion
make it especially suitable for use in adult Bible classes.
Because its author brings keen biblical insights to bear
upon critical issues regarding the survival of the church,
however, Equippedfor Change should also be considered
for careful study by elders, ministers, and others in leadership positions in congregations; by congregational committees charged with the responsibility of searching for
and interviewing prospective ministers; by lectureship
organizers who are seeking relevant and compelling topics for discussion; and by individual members who are
concerned about the present and the future of the Churches
of Christ.

IRA J. JOLIVET, JR. teaches in the Religion Division, Seaver
College, Pepperdine University, Malibu, California.

Rollin A. Ramsaran,
Liberating Words: Paul's Use
.;
ofRhetorical Maxims in 1 Corinthians 1-10 (Trinity
Press International: Valley Forge, 1996), 168 pages
including endnotes, appendixes, and indexes. Reviewed by Markus McDowell.
Rollin Ramsaran invites his readers to explore the
meaning of 1 Corinthians 1-10 by examining Paul's use
of ancient rhetorical maxims. R.'s self-defined purpose is
threefold: to examine the "diverse and dynamic social
sphere out of which maxim usage emerged and coalesced
at Paul's time" (2); to suggest a methodology for identifying Pauline maxims in 1 Corinthians; and to elaborate how
"Greco-Roman rhetorical conventions concerning the
. maxim undergird Paul's argumentation" (2). Each purpose
constitutes one of the three main chapters of the book. 3
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A brief introduction elucidates the background, purpose, and methodology of the study. Chapter I, "Maxims
in Paul's World," examines the prominent use of maxims
in primary, secondary, and home education of the ancient
world. Based on Quintilian's I nstitutio Oratio from the
first century C.E., R. examines the forms and uses of maxims in Paul 's world and analyzes three classes of maxims:
the gnomic maxim, the gnomic sentence, and the moral
sententia. The chapter concludes with a further look at
the use and effectiveness of these maxims in terms of
speaker, audience, expressive techniques, and elaboration.
R. presents important groundwork for the remaining two
chapters, although the casual reader who is not familiar
with ancient rhetorical studies may fmd some of the terminology and references a bit confusing.
In chapter 2, "Identifying Paul's Maxims and Reading Them within a Rhetorical Context," R. notes that ancient writers "neither regularly cited their sources nor prefaced their created wisdom" (22). A methodology is needed
to identify maxims in Pauline material. "Identifying Paul's
maxims is complicated because Paul constructs 'embedded ' maxims from both the broader Greco-Roman traditions and those traditions more specific to the ,nascent
believing community" (26). Nevertheless, R. believes that
such a study can be fruitful, and he agrees with a growing
number of modem scholars that the customs, techniques,
and practices of rhetoric were pervasive through all levels of society. R. subsequently proposes guidelines for
identifying maxims by employing rhetorical criticism and
taking seriously the author 's intent and the recipient's response. R. plausibly suggests that the "rhetorical species
of 1 Corinthians is deliberative oratory within an epistolary framework" (27). The Corinthians valued moral wisdom couched in rhetoric and employed maxims as a means
of communication and persuasion. By examining the text
for certain indicators, one can determine how Paul employed maxims. General indicators consist of traditional
moral content, brevity or conciseness, and a figured form.
In addition, each of the three classes of maxims have their
own characteristics.
Chapter 3, "The Function of Maxims in Paul's Argumentation: I Corinthians 1-10," is the largest part of this
book. Using the background and methodology presented
in the previous two chapters, R. examines three major sections of 1 Corinthians 1-10. In each, R. identifies the
maxims in the selected passage, discusses each maxim in
context, and examines how the maxim functions in fur-
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thering the larger argument of I Corinthians 1-10. The
first selected text is 1 Corinthians 1-4, which deals with
conflict and division within the Corinthian community.
R. sees four factors that influenced the rhetorical structure of 1 Corinthians. (Although R. says there are three
[30], he actually lists four [30-31 J.) First, Paul uses the
rhetorical technique of "covert allusion" in order to correct the readers without referring to them directly. Second, he employs examples that the Corinthians are invited
to imitate. Third, he shows the incompatibility of the gospel with conventional rhetorical wisdom. Finally, Paul uses
maxims in 1:10, 1:31, and 3:21-23. R. examines each of
the latter passages and then summarizes his argument as
it pertains to the rhetorical situation in 1 Corinthians 1- 4.
The next text is 1 Corinthians 7, where R. identifies a
number of maxims coming from Paul and/or the
Corinthians. In R. 's view, Paul responds to the Corinthians
in 7:25-26 with a maxim rather than an "opinion" (as in
many translations). This is a convincing point and has
important ramifications for interpretation. R. examines
maxims employed throughout 1 Corinthians 7 and convincingly shows that Paul does not reject the Corinthian
maxim (for that is not how one disagreed with maxims in
that world), but Paul rather suggests the appropriateness
or inappropriateness of the maxim. Paul is "refining the
maxim usage with reasons and illustrations" (45) and may
even suggest a more suitable maxim.
The final text R. examines is I Corinthians 8-10,
which concerns the subject of meat sacrificed to idols.
Following his previous methodology, R. examines Paul 's
maxim usage and argumentation in light of the overall
argument. R. again shows how Paul employs the three
classes of maxims in order to redefine or extend a
Corinthian maxim (8: 1- f 3), how Paul uses maxims to
establish Christian responsibility in areas of freedom and
self-control (9: 1-27), and how Paul refines a Corinthian
maxim on freedom (10: 23- 11 : 1).
In this important chapter, one might be tempted to
criticize R. for his conclusions at the end of each section.
In these conclusions, he scarcely discusses the function
and use of the maxims he has identified and examined.
Instead, he focuses on Paul's overall argument and the
exegetical meaning of the passage. Yet this is appropriate
for two reasons. First, R. has already done the necessary
work in showing the use and function of the maxims themselves. Second, and more important, maxims (and indeed
any rhetorical device or structure) only function to per-
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suade, argue, or defend. Techniques do not stand alone as
ends unto themselves. Thus, R. has studied the use of rhetorical maxim usage in order to understand Paul's arguments, resulting in a study that is fruitful on a number of
academic and church-related (pastoral) levels.
Ramsaran concludes his work with a chapter that summarizes concisely the main three chapters. It includes a
discussion of Paul 's moral reasoning and modern communities, emphasizing R. 's interest in meaning and not
mere facts about ancient rhetorical techniques.
The book is quite short (80 pages of body text), and
since it contains promising material, one wishes that R.
had examined the remaining chapters of 1 Corinthians. In
addition, there is little or no mention of Jewish background
or sources pertaining to Paul's use of concise moral sayings. It appears that this study is based on a Ph.D. dissertation, which would legitimately account for its narrow

Published by Pepperdine Digital Commons, 1997

focus. The book also contains two helpful appendixes: first,
a summary and critique of other similar studies; and second, a brief guide to reading ancient rhetorical handbooks.
The book uses endnotes rather than footnotes, which is
always cumbersome for a serious reader.
Ramsaran has written a convincing and helpful book
on Paul's use of rhetorical maxims. The attention to the
historical and social setting in terms of rhetoric is excellent. Despite the brevity of the book, R. 's interest in elucidating the meaning of Paul 's overall argument will prove
helpful to those who are teaching and preaching from 1
Corinthians.
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